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In every culture of our world heople- certain courtesies 
ron ueeting or leaving each other, 6 Zs pounes ra noed- 


ed perhsps simply as am act of recognition, or respe chat another 

sraon is also a human bein nA ahonlda he reGounized s& suck. whethi 
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that person is a close friend, a atrangor, or a hated enemy. 


ine symbolic act of recognition san and does vary greatiy accord- 

to the particular culture and particular status of the individuals 
involved, but it ta there to be noticed, no matter bow subtle or dif- 
farenth the asétions may be, 

Creetings and farewelis can become cuits mechanical, and need 
not involwe «a individual's actual emotion or even a thought. When 
wa in the United States walk down a street and see an aquaintance, 
syan ons whodwe have met only once or twice, or one whom we rarely 
ave. wa usually cod our heads , or smile, or utter sane edtel phrase 
such as "hi", "HBi.0", "fine day” or the Like. What is importent fe 
GO recognize acGgid fe gone recagiitbion to the agqusintance that they 
heave been seen and jioticed, 

Greetings csn also be useful as signs of respect for 4 person or 
renowned or aanctifted position. Here the ritualilsm involved Fe BYS = 


stings becomus more apparens or notidable oecauge cf a traditional . 
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tylignetvion of greeting and reepeet accorded to thes high-placed 


‘rfdividuais. Tradition always demanded a certain type of pvecognition 





due a person of royaiby. (The reagena for this belag quite psysolog~ 
‘oal, Symbolic, end interesting, although this paper Ls nes the proper 
piace to ga into this.) The Queen of Ingland, when approached by one 
ol ner subjects, &s the object of aft pite of respect. The eubjedt” 
will bow ox surtsey to the Queen, and perhaps even kucel before her 
and “iss her ring. 

Ae with greetings, so aleo when individuale mish separate efter 


heing together. for even a few. moments, must there, be an ast of. farewell, 
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ssting to study the simliarities end differ- 
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ences Uuswolyed in the rituals of greetings and goodbyes of differen’ 


This pepor is about the greetings and farewsila of the people of 
arabe, Vhe Arubiermi are a mixture of nabiomaiities , including Mainly 
utoch, — , Orientals, aed Indians, end Spanish. Emphasis has been 
vlaesda on the native Arubians- those who speak Fapiamentu as their 
rative languege@, or the language used in their home : 

Observations iave been mede in’ the street, the stere@ and supe rh 
merkevs, bhe sirpert, and im the home of tha Ariblens themseLve gs | 
( it is intecesting to note here, thas while they ars called Arabene i 
by vigiters, the por le of Aruba weiter to themselves aa Arabians: or 
spubieaacs, ) The individuals ebadyed greeting each other are mothers 
and sonslor dsughters), fathers and gongs, ctiildren, and people in. a 
same age bracket, to find oi what auptle differences there may be 
between an Arvbisn greeting a mother and one greeting a friend or. 
YOURZST Pe Psorie i eidetayy | 

By fan the most poplar greeting of the Arvubian is "Genta bags oe 
t got} This gresting pas variations depending. on the. =: 


speaker's age, his position with regard bo the person beimg 80. goaved, 
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finbhars are accorded a great deal of respect and affeethon in, 


he Avubian houseneld, mereso uaualliy than the father. (If there is” 


1 fetner living at home, } 
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One “hing which remains tne rule, is that the son or daughter 
ainevs gré@aks first in greeting the mother, and alinoat invariabiy 
goes jJooking for her ir she 1s not in viow. 

ipaeting a father is usually on a less emotive ang om a 
fore oa8viel. bssis. The son entering his honse will greet his 


) eer eS ee eee S RWgn wp, a 
fTathec with “conta bay ; papa 7 Cons bay 
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Ther will be no iss or hug reseived, 
} ”% a a ew = + . & * bys me Peace > 
\ mother wight return her scn's gresting wéSe of “cents 
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wits "bon, vy abe" (good, and you?), “con abay away” 
now did it go teday?). or "son ees bay na skol ?"(what happened 
im achool?) sane cometimes a pet on the shonldsr or kiss on the 


Lop uf the head, 


f 
f. father returninge nis son's gresting mignt say, “Gonta, m4. 


Fa rd 
yube?" (how are vou my son?) er “tarde mi yu" {zood afternoon gon) 


or perhaps “bo tin algo fa wane?” (do vow have envthing for rour 
Pather?«~ « rhatoricel question of courga. } 

‘oung veople on Aruba, «8.in the States | nave taeir ow «+ 
casual formule: for greeting each other, and here is found the 
greatest verlety smong greetings. Roys usually have one or two 
good friends whom they see very frequently~ on the streets, at 
parties, end in each others' houses, 


the strseta of Oranjestad or San Nieolas often provide set 


tneongsouta’ for groupe of frienda. A particular storefront is 
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“wo emai! ehtiiéven veeting each other may declare “hoy conta". 
or Yar simply walk up to each other and say "hi", then begin playing. 
The common greeting for a boy to his girlfriend is, Vedrbe 

day dusni.” (duehi is equivalent to our ‘sweetis" ov “honeyr™) 
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po ee 
Nubstituses in plece of "dushi" may be "swim" (bag of sugar), | 
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friend with wonte bay ald bende?2 (how ia evervthing om this sidey) 4 
While respectful of his girlfriend's perents, a boy will simply 

greet them with teonta bey". "bon barde* Or bon noche", snd 

her younger brothers and eisters with teonta" end a pat om. the. 
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2 voume child will always reach out Ais hand when meeting 4 


x : Yr my ; 5 r¢ Pr he 
Miae os nur evibure. the arubians employ leas variation in the 


y wave the hand to signify the end 
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As viten greeting a sabranger, the Arubian is segain more for 
mai im saying zecodb:e bo someone he has just met, An Arubtan 


will not shake hands though upen leaving, which is not the 
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custom jin the United States, where it is more usual to shake 


hands vuoon leaving than it is %@ upon arrlvinge ine sienderd , 
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carries no me cing @xcept as a greeting, We know that the 

‘ont Usual Arabian favcewell is “te ovo", like our "goodbye", 
tard te another farewell, but its use is fairly restricted te 
More permanent £ naretion, and it has no "direct" translation 
‘on Enolish. We have seen that Arublans treat their mothers 
with much respect and affection, while the trend in the states 
fa not in nis direction~- it is almost oub of fashion so to 
speak, we have noticed that the use of geanticulation, touching 
and closs proximity 1s very comuon and important te the Arabiatie 
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Yt mar strike one, perhaps with good reason, that any 
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arances aside from Language usod, is one of degree rather than 
quality. This 1s true, because all (with one or two except Lone ) 
st £3 said in Paplementu mar be given an equivalently close 
trangsiation in English. it wlll be found thet none of the Arab- 


jan greetings or farewells especialivy strikes the observer as 


botally outside the experiance or knowledge of a U.S. citizen. 
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Bot what i= wore importamt to remember for all pseple, is 


chat no matter to woich evlture one belongs, the goneept ef 
bie jquportanes and meaning of greetings end farewells is readily 
yniderstocd Thig £3 because 1t has jadeed been ingrained into 


aeebh individual by hia society, even if this comcept is not 


thought about consciously. So when one travels to 4 strange 





snd remote part of the world, one may have to learn the acepted 
tovm of greetings and farewells for that plas, but the ides. | F 
behind these actions will already be understood, 

Greetings and farewells are one of the universalsa of learned 
and nacesser? homan behavior~j learmmed and necessary because from . 
the very beginning, hutans had to make attempts at communication 
with their fellows, Although the simbolisn and rituals employe E 
ad way be different everywhere, the morning is elear racognize ; ie 


ond ahow « eertein resnect for each other< We are all brothers. — bs 


